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About these standards

Our education and training standards help nursing and
midwifery students achieve the NMC proficiencies and
programme outcomes.

All nursingand midwifery professionals must practise
in line with the requirements of the Code, the
professional standards of practice and behaviourthat
nurses, midwives and nursing associates are expected
to uphold.

Realising professionalism: Standards for education
andtrainingincludesthe Standards frameworkfor
nursing and midwifery education, Standards for student
supervision and assessment, and programme standards
specificto each approved programme.

Our Standards foreducation and training are set out in
three parts:

Part1:Standardsframeworkfornursingand
midwifery education

Part 2: Standards for student supervision and
assessment

e Standards for pre-reqgistration nursing programmes
e Standardsfor pre-registration midwifery programmes

e Standards for pre-registration nursing
associate programmes

e Standards for prescribing programmes
e Standards for return to practice programmes
e Standards for post-reqistration programmes
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Introduction

Our Standards for specialist community public health
nurses(SCPHN)andcommunitynursingspecialist
practice qualification (SPQ) programmes set out the
legal requirements, entry requirements, requirements
forthe curriculumand practicelearning, requirements
forsupervisionandassessment,andinformationonthe
awards forthese post-registration programmes.
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Publicsafetyiscentraltoourstandards. Registerednursesand
midwives undertaking these programmes are post-registration

students in this context. They will be in contact with people

throughouttheireducation. It'simportantthey growinconfidence,
and further develop their knowledge and skills in a safe, supportive
and effectiveway.

These programme standards must be read with our Standards
framework for nursing and midwifery education and Standards
forstudentsupervisionandassessmentwhichapply toallNMC
approved programmes.

NMCapprovededucationinstitutionswishingtodeliver
post-registrationeducation programmes mustcomply with
all these standards to run an approved programme.
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Standards

of proficiency

for nursing
and midwifery
professions
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Education providers structure their programmes to comply with
ourprogrammestandards. Theydesigntheircurriculaaroundthe
proficiencies we set. Proficiencies are the knowledge, skillsand
behavioursthat nursesand midwives need in order to practise.

Curricula for specialist community public health nurses and
community nursing specialist practice qualifications may be flexible
toaccommodateopportunitiesforsharedlearning, including
between post-registration programmes and the differing fields
of SCPHNand community nursing SPQ practicethatreflectthe
range of learning opportunitiesandneedsandinrecognising prior
experience as registered professionals.

Students are assessed against proficiencies for theirintended field
of SCPHN practice or SCPHN public health nurse practice.

The awards are as follows:

¢ SCPHN: health visitor, school nurse, occupational health nurse
o SCPHN: public health nurse!.

Students are assessed against proficiencies for theirintended
community nursing SPQ practice.

The awards are as follows:

e Community nursing SPQ: in the field of community children’s
nursing, community learningdisabilities nursing, community
mental health nursing, district nursing, general practice nursing

o Community nursing in health and social care SPQ: for which other
fields of community nursing may be specified?.

Successful completion of the programme confirms the student is
capableof providing safe and effective carein aspecificfield of
practice SCPHN role, a SCPHN public health nurserole, in a specific
fieldof practice community nursing SPQroleorinacommunity
nursing in health and social care SPQ role.

We publish Standards of proficiency for Specialist Community
Public Health Nurses and Standards of proficiency for community
nursing SPQs.

Wealsopublish Standards of proficiency forregisterednurses,
Standards of proficiency for midwives, Standards of proficiency
fornursing associates (Englandonly), Return to practice standards
andtheRoyal Pharmaceutical Society’s Competency Framework
for All Prescribers as our standards of proficiency for nurse and
midwife prescribers.

1 The SCPHN public health nurse qualification (PHN) qualification does not have a predetermined field of SCPHN practice
2 Thecommunity nursing SPQin health and social care field of practice is not predetermined by the NMC. However the field of practice must be specified by the AEI as part ofthe NMC programme

approval process.
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Throughourguality assurance (QA) processeswe check that
education programmes meet all of our standards, that the
programmeoutcomesrelatetothe proficienciesforparticular
qualificationsand thatapprovededucationinstitutions (AEIs)and
practice learning partners are managing risks effectively. We
monitorrisksto qualityineducationandtraining usinginternaland
external intelligence. This intelligence gathering includes analysis of
system regulators’reports.

Beforeany programmecanrun, we make sureitmeetsour
standards. Wedo thisthroughanapproval processinaccordance
with our Quality Assurance Framework.

Overallresponsibility fortheday-to-day managementofthe quality
of any educational programme lies withthe AELin partnership with
its practice learning partners.
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Legislative framework

Article 5(2) of the Nursing and Midwifery Order 2001 (‘the Order”)
requires the NMC to establish the standards of proficiency
necessary tobeadmittedto each partoftheregisterandforsafe
andeffective practiceunderthat partoftheregister. Thisarticle
applies to SCPHN standards of proficiency.

Article 15(1) of the Nursing and Midwifery Order 2001 requires
the NMCtoestablishthe standardsforeducationandtraining
which are necessary to achieve the standards of proficiency for
admission to any part of the register. This article applies to SCPHN
programme standards.

Article 19(6) ofthe Nursingand Midwifery Order 2001 allowsthe
NMCtoestablishstandardsofeducationandtrainingforany
additional qualifications that may be recorded onthe register.
Articles 15(3)to(9)andarticles 16 to 18 shallapply in respect of
thosestandardsasifthey werestandardsestablishedunder
article 15(1)(a). Thismeansthe NMC may establish standards of
educationandtrainingand may approvea course of education or
qualification in relation to SPQs.

These post-registration programme standards are established
under these provisions.

Post-registration SCPHN and community nursing
SPQ programmes

Our standards for education and training highlight the
need forprogrammestoadoptaninclusive approachto
recruitment, selection and progression, ensuring admissions
and all other academic processes are open, fair, transparent
and demonstrate an understanding of and take measures to
address underrepresentation.
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The student journey

Inconjunctionwith Parts 1 and 2 asoutlinedabove,
standardsforspecialistcommunity publichealth
nurses and community nursing specialist practice
qualification programmes follow the student journey
and are grouped under the following five headings:

1. Selection, admission and progression

Standardsaboutanapplicant’s suitability and continued
participation in a specialist community public health nurse
programmeorcommunity nursingspecialist practice
qualification programme

2. Curriculum

Standardsforthe content, delivery and evaluation of programmes
for specialist community public health nurse and community nursing
specialist practice qualifications

3. Practice learning

Standards specific to learning that takes place in practice settings
for students undertaking programmes leading to specialist
community publichealth nurseand community nursing specialist
practice qualifications

4. Supervisionand assessment

Standards for safe and effective supervision and assessment for
specialist community public health nurse and community nursing
specialist practice qualification programmes

5. Quadlificationto be awarded

Standards which state the award and information for:

¢ Specialist community public health nurse in the field of; health
visitor, school nurse, occupational health nurse

¢ Specialistcommunity publichealthnurse (publichealth nursing)

e Community nursing specialist practice qualifications: community
children’s nursing, community learning disabilities nursing,
community mental health nursing, district nursing, general
practice nursing

e Community nursinginhealthandsocial care specialistpractice
qualification (forthoseinotheridentified field(s) of community
nursing practice).
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1 1 1 1.3. provide opportunitiesthatenableeligible3NMCregistered
1 ° SeleCtlonl admlSSIOn nursesand/or NMCregistered midwives, including NHS,
non-NHS, self-employedorself-fundedapplicantstoapply

and Drog reSSiQn forentry ontoan NMC approved SCPHN programme

1.4. provideopportunitiesthatenableeligible NMCregistered

Approved educationinstitutions, together with practice learning nurses, including NHS, non-NHS, self-employedor
partners, must: self-funded applicants to apply forentry ontoan NMC

_ _ approved community nursing SPQ programme
1.1. ensurethat the applicantis an:

1.5. confirm that the necessary arrangements and governance

1.1.1. NMC registered nurse (level 1) or NMC registered structures are in place to support practice learning, including
midwife capable of safe and effective practiceatthe employersupportand protectedlearningtime, toenable
level of proficiency appropriate to the NMC approved students to undertake and be appropriately supported
Specialist Community Public Health Nurse (SCPHN) throughout the programme
programme before being considered as eligible to apply
for entry

1.1.2.  NMC registered nurse (level 1) with relevant
professional registration, capable of safe and effective
practiceatthelevelof proficiency appropriatetothe
NMCapproved Community Nursing Specialist Practice
Qualification (SPQ) programme before being considered
as eligible to apply for entry

1.2. confirmonentry thateach applicant selected to undertake
a SCPHN or community nursing SPQ programme has the
academiccapabilitytostudyatthelevelrequiredforthat
programme

3 SCPHN applicants must be RN1, midwife or both. SPQ applicants must be RN1.
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1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

4

consider recognition of prior learning thatis capable of being
mapped to the:

1.6.1. programme learning outcomes and standards of
proficiency forthe applicant’sintendedfield of SCPHN
practice or SCPHN public health nurse practice

1.6.2. programmelearningoutcomesand standardsof
proficiency for the applicant’s intended field of_
community nursing SPQ practiceorinother specified
field(s) forthe community nursing SPQin healthand
social care practice

where programmes intend to offer SCPHN and/or SPQ
students admission to an NMC approved independent/
supplementary (V300) prescribing programme consider
recognition of priorlearning thatis capable of being mapped
totheRPS Competency Frameworkforall Prescribers*for
applicants, and

whereprogrammesintendto offeradmissiontoan NMC
approved independent/supplementary (V300) prescribing
programme to SCPHN and/or SPQ students, ensure that the
applicantis aregistered nurse (level 1) and/or aregistered
midwifebeforebeing consideredaseligibletoapply forentry.

https://www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-post-registration/standards-for-prescribers/royal-pharmaceutical-societys-competency-framework-for-all-prescribers/
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2.Curriculum

Approved education institutions, together with practice learning
partners, must:

2.1, confirm programmes comply with the NMC Standards
frameworkfornursingand midwifery educationincludingthe
confirmation of appropriately qualified and experienced people
for programme delivery® for;

2.1.1.  all selected fields of SCPHN practice and/or SCPHN

2.4.2,

2.4.3.

2.4.4.

studentstoenterthe SCPHN registerforthe public
health nursequalification

students to annotate their registration in a specific
field of community nursing SPQ practice: community
children’snursing, community learningdisabilities

nursing, community mental healthnursing, district
nursing, general practice nursing

studentsto annotate their registration in community
nursing SPQ practicein health and social care

PHN practice and/or for 2.5. ensure programme learning outcomes reflect the:
2.1.2.  allselected fields of community nursing SPQ practice 251, coreandfieldspecificstandardsof proficiency
and/orin other specified fields of community nursing for SCPHN and for the intended field(s) of SCPHN
SPQ in health and social care practice practice: hea_lth visiting, school nursing, occupational
health nursing
2.2. confirm SCPHN and/or SPQ programmes comply withthe NMC
Standards for student supervision and assessment 252, corestandardsofproficiency forSCPHNthatare
tailored to SCPHN public health nursing
2.3, confirm SCPHN and/or community nursing SPQ programmes
that include admission to NMC approved prescribing 2.5.3. standards of proficiency forcommunity nursing SPQ
programme comply with the NMC Standards for thataretailoredtotheintendedfield and related
prescribing programmes® context of community nursing practice. These may
bewithincommunity children’snursing, community
2.4, state routes within the programme for: learning disabilities nursing, community mental health
\ ) - nursing, district nursing, general practice nursingorin
2.4.1. ;tudents to enterth.e SCPHN re.gllster inaspecific specified field(s) for community nursing SPQin health
field of SCPHN practice: health visitor, school nurse, and social care practice
occupational healthnurse
5 See Part 1: Standards framework for nursing and midwifery education 2.14,2.18 and 5.4
6 See: https://www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-post-registration/standards-for-prescribers/standards-for-prescribing-programmes/
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2.6.

2.7,

2.8.

set out the general and professional content necessary to
meet the;

2.6.1. coreandfield specific standards of proficiency for
each intended field of SCPHN practice: health visiting,
school nursing, occupational health nursing,

2.6.2. corestandards of proficiency for SCPHN public health
nurse qualification

2.6.3. standardsofproficiencyforthecommunity nursing

SPQthatistailored to the intended field of community
nursingpractice. These may bewithincommunity
children’s nursing, community learning disabilities
nursing, community mental health nursing, district
nursing, general practice nursing, orin otherspecified

field(s) of community nursingin healthand social care

set out the content necessary to meet the programme
outcomes for each intended field of;

2.7.1.  SCPHN practice: health visiting, school nursing,
occupational health nursing and/or SCPHN public
health nursing,

2.7.2.  community nursing SPQ practice: community children’s

nursing, community learning disabilities nursing,
community mental health nursing, district nursing,
generalpractice nursingand/orin otherspecified

field(s) of community nursinginhealthandsocial care

ensure technology and simulation opportunitiesare used
effectively and proportionately across the curriculum to
support supervision, learning and assessment.

2.9.

2.10.

2.11,

ensure that the curriculum provides a balance of theory and
practicelearningopportunities, usingarangeoflearningand
teaching strategies

ensure programmes delivered in Wales comply with legislation
which supports use of the Welsh language, and

ensure programmes are;

2.11.1. of suitable length to support student achievement of
all proficiencies and programme outcomes for their
intended SCPHN or community nursing SPQ award

2.11.2. nolessthan45programmedweeksoftheoryand

practice learning for full-time programmes/pro rata
for part time programmes.

?

O

\
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3.Practicelearning

Approved education institutions must:

3.1

ensure that suitable and effective arrangements and
governance for practice learning are in place for all students,
including arrangements specifically tailored to those
applicants who are self-employed and/or self-funded

Approved education institutions, together with practice learning
partners, must:

3.2

3.3.

ensure that students work in partnership with the education
providerandtheirpracticelearning partnerstoarrange
supervisionandassessmentthatcomplieswiththe NMC
Standards for student supervision and assessment

provide practice learning opportunities that allow students to
develop, progress and meet all the standards of proficiency
for their;

3.3.1. intended field of SCPHN practice: health visitor, school
nurse, occupational health nurse or,

3.3.2.  SCPHN public health nurse

3.3.3.  intended community nursing SPQ: these may be within
the fields of community children’s nursing, community
learning disabilities nursing, community mental health
nursing, district nursing, general practice nursingor,

3.34. in other specified field(s) of community nursing in health

and social care nursing

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

ensure that practice learning complies with the NMC
Standards for student supervision and assessment

takeaccountofstudents’individuallearningneedsand
personal circumstances whenallocating theirpractice
learning, including making reasonable adjustments for
students with disabilities, and

ensurelearning experiencesaretailoredtothe student’s
stageoflearning, proficienciesand programmeoutcomes
culminatingina period of practice learning. Thisis dependent
ontheindividuallearning needsof thestudent todemonstrate
overall proficiency and achieve the programme learning
outcomes for their:

3.6.1. intendedfield of SCPHN practice, SCPHN PHN
practice or
3.6.2. theirintendedfield of community nursing SPQ practice

orcommunity nursing SPQinhealthandsocialcare
practice.

)P
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4.Supervision and

assessment

Approved educationinstitutions, together with practice learning
partners, must:

4.1,

4.2,

4.3.

4.4,

ensure student support, supervision, learning andassessment
complies with the NMC Standards framework fornursing and
midwifery education

liaise, collaborate and agree the necessary approach to the
preparation, education, training, ongoinglearning, support
andexpertisenecessary forpracticesupervisors, practice
and academicassessorsthat support SCPHN and community
nursing SPQ student learning and assessment”’

ensure practice supervision, the assessment of practice and
academicassessment complies with the NMC Standards for
student supervision and assessment

ensure practice supervisors:

4.4.1. haveundertakena periodof preceptorshipinline with
the NMC principles for preceptorshipas SCPHN or
community nursing SPQ qualified professionals or

44.2. canevidencepriorlearningandrelevantpractice

supervisor experience thatenablesthemtofacilitate
effectiveevidence-basedlearning opportunities
for post-registration SCPHN or community nursing
SPQ students

4.5,

4.6.

ensure practice and academic assessors:

45.1. haveundertakena periodof preceptorshipinline with
the NMCprinciplesforpreceptorshipas SCPHNsor
community nurses with a SPQ or

45.2. canevidencepriorlearningandrelevantpractice

assessorexperiencethatenablesthemtoengagein
fair, reliable and valid assessment processes in the
context of SCPHN and/or community nursing SPQ

ensure the studentis assigned to a practice assessor who is
an experienced registered SCPHN or community SPQ nurse
for the programme the studentis undertaking

4.6.1. inexceptional circumstances, the same person may
fulfil the role of practice supervisor and practice
assessor for a part of the programme where the
SCPHN/community nursing SPQ student is undergoing
educationandtrainingina practice learning setting.
Insuchinstances, the student, practice supervisor/
assessorand the AEI will needtoevidence why it was
necessary forthe practice supervisorand practice

assessorrolestobecarriedoutbythesameperson

This links directly to Part 1: Standards framework for nursing and midwifery education and in particular requirement 4.7
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4.7,

4.8.

provideconstructivefeedbacktostudentsthroughoutthe
programmetosupporttheirlearninganddevelopmentfor
meetingthestandardsofproficiency and programmelearning
outcomes for:

4.7.1.

4.7.2.

4.7.3.

4.7.4,

their intended field of SCPHN practice: health visitor,
school nurse, occupational health nurse,

SCPHN public health nurse,

their intended SPQ in the field of: community children’s
nursing, community learning disabilities nursing,
community mental health nursing, district nursing,
general practice nursing, or

other specified field(s) of community nursing SPQ in
health and social care

ensure all SCPHN proficiencies and/or community nursing
SPQproficienciesarerecordedinanongoingrecordof
achievement which confirms SCPHN and/or community nursing
SPQ proficiencies have been met

4.9. assess the student’s suitability for award and confirm overall
proficiency based on the successful completion of all practice
learning relevant to:

4.9.1,
4.9.2,

4.9.3.

4.9.4,

rSLf\

their intended field of SCPHN practice: health visitor,
school nurse, occupational health nurse,

SCPHN public health nurse practice,

their intended SPQ in the field of: community children’s
nursing, community learning disabilities nursing,
community mental health nursing, district nursing,
general practice nursing, and/or

other specified field(s) of practice for the community
nursing SPQ in health and social care.

B

M\
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b
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1 f1 1 5.4. informthe SCPHN and/or community nursing SPQ student
5° Quallflcatlon tO be that following successful completion of an NMC approved
programme of preparation for SCPHN or community

awarded nursing SPQ, which included an NMC approved independent/

supplementary prescribing qualification, the V300 award
must be registered with us within five years of successfully

Approved educadtion institutions, together with practice learning completing the prescribing programme. If they fail to do
partners, must: sothey will have to retake and successfully complete the

5.1, ensurethatthe minimum academiclevel forSCPHNand_ programmeinorderto qualify asa prescriber, and

52. inform the student that the SCPHN award® must be that they may only prescribe once their prescribing

registered with us within five years of successfully completing qualifiegioniggsbeenannotated onthe NMCregisterand
the programme and if they fail to do so they will have to they may only prescribefromtheformulary they arequalified

undertakeadditionaleducationandtrainingorgainsuch Qresggbe fromandwithintheir competenceandscope

experienceasspecifiedin NMCstandards fortheawardto of PraiiCe.
be registered

5.3. informthe studentthatthe community nursing SPQ award®
must be registered with us within five years of successfully
completingthe programmeandifthey failtodosothey ° ,D
will have to undertake additional education and training
orgainsuch experience as specified in NMC standards
fortheawardtobe added asan annotation to their
professional registration

8 SCPHN registrationhttps://www.nmc.org.uk/registration/your-registration/scphn-registration/
9 Recordable qualificationshttps://www.nmc.org.uk/registration/your-registration/recording-qualifications/
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Glossary

Approved education
institutions (AEls): the status
awarded by the NMC to an
institution, or part of an
institution, orcombination
of institutions that work in
partnershipwith practice
placement and work placed
learning providers. AEIs
will have provided us with
assurancethattheyare
accountableandcapable of
delivering NMC approved
education programmes.

Community nursing: care
provided by nurses in the
communityincludingbutnot
limitedto nursingcareprovided
wherepeoplelive,athomeor
closetohome, inadultsocial
care settings, educational
settings, primary care,
community clinics, outreach
centres, health and justice
and other community settings
or establishments.

Formulary: an official list giving
details of prescribable
medicines. The main function of

4 Back to text

a nursing and midwifery
prescription formulary is to
specify those particular
medicationsthatareapproved
to be prescribed by nurses and
midwives, depending on the
level of qualificationthey have
obtained.

Other specified field(s) of
community nursing in health
andsocialcare:thisisincluding
but not limited to nurses
practicing in the context of
offender health, the social care
sector, hospice sector, as
determinedbythe AEIandtheir
learning practice partner.

People:individualsorgroups
who receive services from
nurses and midwives, healthy
and sick people, parents,
children, families, carers,
representatives, including
educators, students and
otherswithinandoutsidethe
learning environment.

Practice learning partners:
organisations that provide
practice learning necessary for

supporting pre-registration
and post-registration students
in meeting proficiencies and
programme outcomes.

Protected learningtime:
timeinahealth, careorother
settingduringwhichstudents
are learning and are supported
to learn. Students must be
supervised during protected
learning time. The level of
supervisionrequiredisamatter
of professionaljudgmentand
willdepend onthe competence
andconfidenceofthestudent,
andtherisksassociated with
the intervention being delivered.

Quality assurance: NMC
processes for making sure
allAEIsandtheirapproved
education programmes comply
with ourstandards.

Reasonable adjustments:

where a student requires a
reasonable adjustment related
toadisability. Wealso useitto
meanadjustmentrelatingto
any protected characteristics

as set outin the equalities and
human rights legislation.

Recognition of prior learning
(RPL): aprocessthatenables
previous certificated or
experiential learning to be
recognised and accepted as
meeting some programme
outcomes. This means it
includes both theory and
practice achievement.

Simulation: an educational
method which uses a variety
of modalities to support
studentsindevelopingtheir
knowledge, behaviours and
skills, with the opportunity for
repetition, feedback, evaluation
andreflectiontoachievetheir
programme outcomes and be
confirmed as capable of safe
and effectivepractice.

Student: any individual enrolled
onto an NMC approved

education programme whether
fulltimeorlessthanfulltime.
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The role of the Nursing
and Midwifery Council

What we do

Our vision is safe, effective and kind nursing and midwifery that
improves everyone’s health and wellbeing. As the independent
regulator of more than 758,000 nursing and midwifery
professionals, we have an important role to play in making this a
reality.

Our core role is to regulate. First, we promote high professional
standards for nurses and midwives across the UK, and nursing
associatesinEngland. Second, wemaintaintheregisterof
professionalseligibletopractise. Third, weinvestigateconcerns
aboutnurses, midwivesandnursingassociates-somethingthat
affectslessthanonepercentof professionalseachyear. We believe
ingiving professionals the chancetoaddressconcerns, but we'll
always take action when needed.

Toregulatewell, wesupportourprofessionsandthepublic. We create
resources and guidance thatare usefulthroughout people’s careers,
helpingthemtodeliverourstandardsinpracticeand address new
challenges. Wealso supportpeopleinvolvedin our investigations, and
we're increasing our visibility so people feel engaged and
empowered to shape our work.

Regulating and supporting our professions allows us

toinfluence health and social care. We share intelligence from our
regulatory activities and work with our partners to support workforce
planningandsector-widedecisionmaking. Weuseour voice to speak up
for a healthy and inclusive working environment for our professions.

These standards were updated in January 2023 following the UK's departure from the European
Union.

23 Portland Place, London W1B 1PZ Nursing &
T +44 20 7333 9333 Midwifery
nmc.org.uk Council

¥ @nmcnews

€ @nmcuk

The nursing and midwifery regulator for England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
Registered charity inEnglandand Wales (1091434)and in Scotland (SC038362)

These standards were approved by Council at their meeting on 26 May 2022.
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